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Gold Coast Camp™4 10" August 2013

Submitted by Albert Jansen

The Gold Coast camp of 2013 was the second time the SSRKC mieatbessted the area, the

previous occasion being in November 2010 when the Broadwater Tourist Park was also picked to be

the staging point for our camp.

Twenty three paddlers and sevén@ S NE A YL NI | y (¢ v 2zampwithAoert SN& | G40 S
Jansen asur leader, andeveryoneenjoying the perfect weatheaind the camaraderie of the group.

With so many great paddles right on our doorstep, there was no need to drive anywhere, and all the

trips started from the beach right outside our quarters.

Monday 5ih Auqgust- Couran Cove

With George as our leader, the day yli@tért too well for some, getting stuck on a sandbBanin
after leaving the shie! Twenty paddlers headetdwards Couran Coveassing Wave Break Island
on the ocean side and then paddling close alongside the tip of South Stradbroke Kfeerd2
hours of paddling, with regular stops, George fourmcuresquesandy cove for morning tead
decision was made not to continue to
Courn Covaas it would have added
another 10km to our tripinstead
padding around Sovereign Island. This
should have been nameatmillionaires
islanc, as we looked in awe at the
magnificentmansions lining the
foreshore. We stopped foffish and chips
at Labrador on the beachnd met up
with the ladies whohad drivendown
# from the campfor lunch. After lunch it
= was only a shor20 minute paddleback

- to camp. Distance covere@2.6km
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George'ssandy covetea stop



Tuesdays” August Jupiters Casino

Another perfect morning!'We paddled
south, under the Motorwaridge
immediately turning lefup one d the
canalsput were stopped by construction
onthe new light rail bridge and had to tur
back. It waslucky we ha Ron asur W,
leader who knew his way around that area. ==
otherwise some of us would still be : .
paddling trying to find ouway out of the
maize of canalsWe had a lovely morning
tea stop at Cascade Garderi&.om there
we travelled onto Jupitergpassingunder
numerous bridgesFor the return paddle, Returning from Jupiters

Ron tooka differentroute, still amongst

the maize of canaj&ventually ending up in the Nerang Riv€In the way home we had an ebb tide
and a light SW as we headedder the Motorway Bridgand back to camp.Distance 23km

Wednesday™" Augustc Wave Break and Seaworld

Another keautiful clear day with not a cloud in the skeyghteenof us set off at 8anplanning to

paddle aroundVave Breaksland and then head South towards Seaworld.

We were led by Terrthe first time

Terri haled a paddle, since joining the
cubla¢FAf 9yR / KINIASE ¢
Richard...(it was suggested he leave his
sail back at campbut that wasi®to

be!!) We paddled North on the
Broadwater, around Wave Break
Island,which was a man made island
formed from dredging the Seaway and
designed to protect the Broadwater
from severe weatherCrossing the
Seaway we were now in the main
channel heading towards Seawarld

with quite a bit of boat traffic, allowing
some of the group tdave funsurfing

Terri leading the group to Seaworld the wash.

Morning teastopwas on the beach ahe Spit.

After tea wepaddled up an anchorage cove behind
the Spit used as a sheltered mooring for many boa
By now the northerly wind had picked up to arounc
5knots, and the sailors had an easy run down to 4
Fisherma® Wharf, where lan bought sonfieesh
prawns straight off the trawler. As we paddled pag
SeawoldweK I R (2 @&eR@aReA®I¢é |
helicopter landingnearby. Our route then took us
across tle Broadwater before the Motorway Bridge
for our return to camp.lt was a vengociableand

Peter our guest paddler
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enjoyablepaddle,with plenty oftime to chat andsomewere lucky enough tesee adugong..well
done Terri! Distance 13.5km

Thursday 8 Augustc NerangRiver

Eghteenof us leftin perfect conditionsbut with the wind forecast to increase to 2ZDknots from
the westlater in the morning Dave ad Anitahad returned from their trip Northjoining us fo the
last two days of the camp andewost TerriJan and Evan

With Bob as leader, we paddi&buth under the Motorway Bridge, pabte manicured lawns dfhe
SouthportShool andup the Nerang RiverThe -

further we went, the more snic it became We
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finally worked out, that perhaps if we stayed on
the RH side, it woulddsafer!! Places to stop
along the way were very limitedith the density

were starting to get desperate fortaeak Bob
found us agreatmorning tea stop, in one of the
canals off the main river. k
By now the wind was picking up and we had the
sails up all the way back. However the forecast
strong winds didn't eventuate and we had some
good bullets bubn the whole not real strong.
Richardnearly wentin with one gust and had to brace violently to sdnmaself. Dave who was
directly behindhim immediately
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Leaving the Spit after tea stop

Nerang River lunch group

spilt his sheet when he saw hasoseRichardhad been to going in.
On the return paddle, those with lunch stopped at the park just before the Motorway Bridge, while
the remainder continued on homeOnce again, a great paddhath distance covered 27km



Friday9" Augustc SanctuaryCove

| know this is repetitie but another perfect morning!

lan was our leadefor the day as wgaddled North on the Broadwater to Sovereign Islaamt] then
turning kft into the Coomera RivelWe found a morning tea spot at Paradise Point boat raamgl
must have looked an unusual
sighthaving our cuppasitting
on stoolsacossthe footpath!
As we continued up the quite
scenic river towards Sanctuary
Cove, the wind picked up
enough for the sailors to get a
bit of assistancePrior to our
trip we had investigated suitable
landing opportunities as
Sanctuary Cove idexactly
kayak friendly. We were told
that at the end of therefuelling
jetty, might be a suitable
location and we found the
floating jetty with ease.

As we moorealongsidethe

Sailing up the Coomera River floating dock, the challenge was
to get outof the boatswithout

ending up in the waterFor some the challenge wa@worth risking andhey stayed in their boats
while six of uexited safely andvent
ashore to stroll aroundWe wandered
around admiring the boats and cars we
couldrmafford, before having a relaxed
coffee at one of the many cafes on the
waterfront.
Meanwhilg the remaincer of the group
that didn@get out, headed back to the
designaed lunch stopat the bridge
opposite Sovereign Island.
The six of us managed to safely get bac
into our kayaks without getting wet and
then paddled back down the Coomera
River, dodging boats as we went, to
meet upwith the others at the lunch
Spot. Sanctuary Cove
Paddling backve ended upagainst a 10
knot headwind...not expecting that, aftdive days d perfect weather!! This was the longest trip of
the camp, alistance of 32 km.
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Happy Hour

Those of us that took bikes, went for a ride after most of the paddéegreat place to cycleapart
FNBEY NARAY3A GKNRdAzZZK | NBaGFdzNIyd FNBIFI gKSNBE a2y

A Wealth of Knowledge fixed Miro's Rudder

Finallyl would like to thank everyone for their suppahd companionship.along with the paddling,
cyclingandcard games, helpgto make this @horoughly enjoyable camp.

Albert GPS Tracks of our paddkedow



